COURSE SYLLABUS

Intensive Elementary Tajiki/Persian 
ASU Critical Languages Institute

Summer 2009

Course Details for TAJIKI:

Classroom:

Meeting times: MTWThF 8:30-12:30 (able to change) 

Instructor: Dr. Azim Bayzoev (Tajik National University, Dushanbe, Tajikistan)


Phone:
Office: 

Office hours:
e-mail: bayzoev@gmail.com

Required Textbook: 

Azim Bayzoev, John Hayward. The Official Beginners’ Guide to Tajiki, London/New-York, 2004;
M. Marashi. Proficiency in Persian. Book One. 2007.

Azim Bayzoev.  Persian for Tajiki Speakers. Electronically version. Dushanbe, 2009. 

Supplementary Materials

Nasrullo Khojayori. Tajiki - an elementary text book, appendices, 2003
Nasrullo Khojayori. Tajiki - an elementary text book, volume one, 2003
Nasrullo Khojayori. Tajiki - an elementary text book, volume two, 2003
Hillmann M. Tajiki Textbook and Reader. Second Edition. Dunwoody Press, 2003.

Hillmann M. Basic Tajiki Word List. Dunwoody Press, 2003.

Dictionaries: 

Tajik-English Dictionary. Edited by J. Mamatov, S.J.Harrell, K. Kehoe, K. Khodjibaev. Dunwoody Press, 2005. 

Jamshedov P., Rozi T. English-Tajik Dictionary. Dushanbe, 2005.

Students are required to have the textbooks  Dr. Azim Bayzoev, Dr John Hayward. The Official Beginners’ Guide to Tajiki, London/New-York, 2004 and M. Marashi. Proficiency in Persian. Book One. 2007.
In addition the electronically version of the Dr. Azim Bayzoev’s textbook Persian for Tajiki Speakers will available for students.
Objectives of the Course
 

This course is designed to cover the grammatical and lexical categories of the Tajik language, employing a vocabulary of about 2000 words.  By the end of the course the students will be able to read and write in Tajiki and communicate on everyday topics. They will also be able to read and translate medium-length texts and write short essays and letters. 

The intensive elementary Tajik course is a comprehensive two-level course that takes students from the first introduction to the language to an intermediate level of proficiency. Students are expected to acquire the equivalent of level 1 language skills as defined by the US Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR). Students are expected to attain the following proficiency in each of the four skills:

Listening: Students should be able to comprehend isolated utterances and short conversation on topics from everyday life and familiar situations. Listening skills are usually limited to speech that employs common grammatical structures with simple present and past tenses and make use of basic vocabulary. At this level students cannot follow authentic listening material produced in a normal flow of speech. 
Reading: Students at this level can read and understand simple texts that contain information necessary for the survival in a foreign environment such as announcements, advertisements, newspaper headlines and menus. They can also comprehend biographical, narrative and descriptive paragraphs with the help of a dictionary. 

Speaking: Students are able to initiate and maintain simple face-to-face short conversations on familiar topics. They can employ a number of strategies to perform different functions such as polite requests, asking for information, responding to requests and descriptions. Students can impart personal information, have simple discussions on familiar, everyday topics, and be able to produce a number of speech acts such as request and apologies. 

Writing: Students achieve full control of the writing system, orthographic rules and punctuation. They can express their views in short descriptive and narrative paragraphs on familiar topics using basic vocabulary in simple syntactic patterns.

Because the aim of this language program includes the learning of two relative languages – Tajiki and Persian, we are fortunate to have two quality textbooks at our disposal that effectively complement each other in terms of methodology and content: Dr. Azim Bayzoev, Dr John Hayward. The Official Beginners’ Guide to Tajiki, London/New-York, 2004 and Mehdi. Marashi. Proficiency in Persian. Book One. 2007. Both textbooks guide the students in the acquisition of the basic communicative skills, enhance students’ proficiency by providing more in-depth linguistic explanations and insightful cultural comments. 

Elementary Persian will teach through Tajiki during second period of courses (July). This process has two goals: to improve Tajiki knowledge and to introduce Persian writing and speaking skills. To achieve these goals you will be able to use another teaching material of Dr. Azim Bayzoev - Persian and Tajiki Comparative Grammar, Dushanbe, 2007. In addition, other teaching materials on Persian for Tajiki Speakers will be prepared by Dr. Azim Bayzoev. 

 

Course Work

 

The students should expect to work in class and at home on grammar, conversation, reading and assigned exercises. Some exercises will be done in class, but most will be given for homework. There will be both conversational and cultural components to the class.  The cultural component will include lessons where the students will discuss Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and other Central Asian countries. 

 

Homework Assignments

 

Homework assignments will be submitted everyday at the beginning of the class and are discussed in class. There will be a group discussions and error correction. Students will be given homework everyday.  Homework will include workbook and textbook exercises, short compositions, preparation of study materials (e.g. flashcards), and video and audio-based activities. The next unit will not start until all the homework assignments are checked and each student has understood the previous topic. Late assignments and failure to turn in your assignments will reduce your homework grade.  
 

Tests and Exams

 

There will be a test every Friday in order to evaluate their conversation skills and understanding of the previous material. In addition there will be two oral exams, in which students will have to talk with each other for 15 minutes. The first oral exam will be scheduled at the end of June. The last test will be held on July 24th. There will also be a mid-term and a final exam.

Class Attendance and Participation:
Because a considerable part of the student learning will take place in class, participation is essential. Attendance is required and will form a part of your final grade. Success in foreign language study depends on regular attendance, sound preparation, and full participation in class. A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, or is not prepared to participate will not receive full attendance and participation credit.
Grading System:

 

Attendance and participation: 
20%



A = 90 - 100%

Homework:



25%



B = 80 - 90%

Tests and quizzes


25% 



C = 70 - 80%

Midterm Exam 


15%



D = 60 - 70%

Final Exam 



15%

Weekly Schedule 

Note: This schedule is subject to change.  We will discuss changes in class and they will be posted on Blackboard.

Week One (June 8 – 12)

The first week will be devoted to Tajik alphabet, short conversations and grammar. 

Practice exercises will be assigned to reinforce the alphabet.

 

Lessons 1- 2
Topics: The Tajiki alphabet, transcription, stress. Forms of address, 

Grammar: 

Personal Pronouns

The Inflectional Suffix “Izofat”

Possessive Determiners

Pronominal Suffixes

The Copula “Аст”

Exercises, text and quiz

Week Two (June 15-19)

 

Lessons 3-4. 
Topics: Family. Education. 
Grammar:

Conjugation of Verbs: Present-future tense

Simple Questions

Plural Forms of Nouns

«Аст»  and «Ҳаст»

           Prepositions

The Direct Object Marker “-ро”

Question particles

Imperatives

Friday Film: Halal and Haram (Tajiki with English Subtitles) 
Exercises, texts and quiz
 

Week Three (June 22-26)

 

Lessons 5 - 6
Topics: House –Courtyard – Garden (1), House –Courtyard – Garden (2). 
Grammar:

Indefinite Nouns

Infinitives

Simple Past tense

 Reading: 

Khonai khud

Friday Film: Iranian movie with English subtitle
Exercises, text and Quiz

Week Four (June 29-July 02) - No class on July 03.

 

Lessons 7 - 8
Topics: Time – seasons – weather, Countries – Nationalities – Languages. 
Grammar: 

 Numbers

Descriptive Past

 Comparatives and Superlatives

 Derivational Suffixes
Reading: 

Ruzi korii man

Exercises, text and quiz

MIDTERM EXAM: Thursday, July 02 

Week Five (July 06-July 10) 

Tajiki: Lesson 9
Topics: Parts of the  Body.
Persian: Lesson 1-2

Topics: Introduction to Persian Phonetics. The  main differences between Tajiki and Persian pronunciation. 
Grammar: 

Compound Verbs

Active and Passive Verbs

Absolute Future Tense

Reading: 

Ta’biri khob, Behtarin a’zo

Friday Film: Iranian movie with English subtitle
Exercises, text and quiz

Week Six (July 13-17) 

Tajiki: Lesson  10 

Topic: The City – The Street. 
Persian Lessons 3-4

Topic: The Persian Alphabet. Types of the Persian Letters. Special Signs. 
Grammar: 

The Past Participle

Present Continuous Tense

Modal Verbs

Reading: 

Khudo khohad, Tarzi pukhtani oshi palov, Margi ablahona

Friday Film: Iranian movie with English subtitle
Exercises, text and quiz

 

Week Seven (July 20-24)

Tajiki: Lessons 11
 Topic: Market.

Persian: Lessons 5-6

Topics:  Persian Letters. Practice on Reading in Persian
Grammar: 

Derivational Suffices. 
The Conditional Mood – use of агар
Reading: 

Seto non, To ki digaron khurand

Friday Film: Iranian movie with English subtitle
Exercises, text and quiz

 

Week Eight (July 27-31)

Tajiki: Lesson 12
Topics: At the Shop
Persian: Lessons 7-8

Topics: In Persian Class. Languages and Nationalities    

Grammar:

Narrative Past Tense
Past Perfect Test

Exercises, text and quiz

FINAL EXAM: Friday July 31 

Prepared by Dr Azim Bayzoev, Arizona State University, CLI. 
June, 2009

