 Elementary Russian Syllabus

ASU Critical Languages Institute

Summer 2009

Course Details for Russian 101/102:

Classroom:
Section A: GIOS L1-14


Meeting times: 8:30am–12:30pm


Section B: GIOS L1-15


Meeting times: 8:30am–12:30pm
Instructors:
Section A: Glen Grover 

Section B: Donald Livingston
	
	Grover
	Livingston

	Office:
	Coor 4454
	LL647-A

	Phone:
	480 965 4188
	480 727 7537

	E-Mail:
	aribidzhan@gmail.com
	deljr@shininghappypeople.net

	Office hours:
	TBA and by appointment
	TBA and by appointment


Required Textbooks:

Robin, Richard, Karen Evans-Romaine, Galina Shatalina, Joanna Robin (2007) Golosa: A Basic Course in Russian. Book 1. Fourth Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall

Students are required to have both the textbook and the workbook for BOOK 1.

Recommended Materials: 
Cruise, Edwina Jannie. (1993). English Grammar for Students of Russian. Second Ed. Ann Arbor, MI: Olivia & Hill Pr.

Course description:

This is an intensive course in both the Russian language and culture. We will be using Golosa as well as several other authentic and annotated cultural materials to achieve the goals of the course stated below. 
We will be emphasizing the ability to communicate in Russian throughout the course and students will work in groups in the classroom. We will split class time between both instructors. This will allow for a diverse experience in the classroom and consistency in the learning process. There will be 5-15 minutes daily of classroom time set aside for students to employ what we have learned and converse amongst each other. At first, this will be difficult, but as we learn more vocabulary, students will find that this time is a great way to practice their Russian. Culture and traditions will also be a focus throughout the course. Knowledge of the culture and its traditions will not only  help students understand the language and Russian society better, but also help students avoid misunderstandings when in Russia.

We encourage you to form study groups to prepare for tests and exams. Learning a language is a social experience and often speaking with a fellow classmate can help clear up confusion over the topics at hand.

Goals:  The main goal of this course is to guide students towards basic communicative skills in Russian. Additionally, the course aims to provide students with methods and materials that will enable them to use the language, to develop students’ communication skills and to familiarize the students with various aspects of Russian culture. 

By the completion of this course, students are to acquire a proficiency level of 1 in each of the following four skills:

Listening:  Students should be able to comprehend simple conversations on topics of daily life and other situations that occur daily.

Speaking:  Students should be able express needs, interests, basic likes and dislikes in subjects. Topics such as daily routine, school, family, home, and work can be discussed and students are able to respond to questions on these topics.

Reading: Students at this level should be able to read and understand simple texts such as announcements, signs and advertisements, and menus. They can also read and understand longer texts on familiar subjects and literature with the help of a dictionary. 
Writing: Students can write in cursive and have knowledge of the orthographic rules and punctuation in Russian. They can express their views and write on familiar topics using basic vocabulary in complete sentences. Students will be able to type in Russian.
Tests, quizzes, exams:

There will be graded unit tests each Friday, vocabulary quizzes each Monday and dictations on Wednesdays. All material and vocabulary covered by the textbook and in-class may be on quizzes and exams. Make-ups will be allowed for excused absences only with prior notification, otherwise you will receive a zero for the test or quiz. You are allowed to drop your lowest quiz grade. The occasional pop-quiz will not be officially graded, but will be helpful in seeing where you stand on the topics at hand. 

We will have a midterm at the end of June and a final exam at the end of July. The unit tests, midterm, and final will all have an oral component. The tests, quizzes, and midterm for June will apply to your Russian 101 grade. The tests, quizzes, and final will apply to the Russian 102 grade.

Homework Assignments:

Homework will be assigned each night. Homework is due at the beginning of class. Late assignments and failure to turn in your assignments will reduce your homework grade. Homework will include workbook and textbook exercises, short compositions, preparation of study materials (e.g. flashcards), and video and audio-based activities.

Attendance and Participation:

Attendance and class participation is required and will be part of your final grade. Students who are consistently late to class, leave early, or are not prepared to participate will not receive full credit.

Grading System:

Attendance and participation: 
20%



A = 90 - 100%

Homework:



25%



B = 80 - 90%

Tests and quizzes


25% 



C = 70 - 80%

Midterm Exam 


15%



D = 60 - 70%

Final Exam 



15%






If you are having difficulty at any time, please come in to see us during our office hours or ask questions during and after class. We cannot always tell if someone is falling behind or is having difficulty with certain topics. If we can clear up the confusion when it first occurs, we will be able to guarantee success with later topics that build upon the previous ones. 
Weekly Schedule 

This schedule is subject to change and any changes will be discussed in class.

Week One (June 8-12)
Голоса Алфавит
Learning to read and write in Cyrillic (for Russian).  

Information about the Russian sound system: vowel reduction, palatalization, devoicing, and consonant assimilation.  

Голоса Урок 1 Немного о себе
Learning greetings, introductions, how to talk about oneself and ask about others.

Grammar topics: Russian names, formal and informal speech, gender, the nominative and prepositional cases, the verb быть in the present tense.  

Числительные 1-19

Video: 

Голоса Урок 1 Немного о себе video 
До свидания, лето 

ALPHABET QUIZ: Wednesday, June 10
TEST 1: Friday, June 12
Week Two (June 15-19)

Голоса Урок 2 Что у меня есть?

Learning how to name things (clothing, electronics, and classroom items), “at the airport,” reading and listening to ads

Grammar topics: grammatical gender, nominative plural of nouns, pronouns and adjectives in the nominative, some ways to express possession (possessive pronouns, у меня есть), some explication of pointing words and questions words, spelling rules.

Числительные 20-49

Video: 

Голоса Урок 2 Что у меня есть? 

До свидания, лето 

TEST 2: Friday, June 19 

Week Three (June 22-26)

General review first hour Monday, June 22
Голоса Урок 3 Какие языки вы знаете?

Learning how to talk about language, ethnic and national backgrounds

Grammar: verbs in the present and past tense, a little about adverbs, adjectives and pronouns in the prepositional, introduction to conjunctions that mean “and” and “but.”
Числительные 50-199

Голоса Урок 4 Университет
Learning to discuss and write about where, when, and what we study

Grammar: distinguishing when to use the three verbs of studying, more on the prepositional case, introduction to the accusative case

Video: 

Голоса Урок 3 Какие языки вы знаете? 

До свидания, лето 

TEST 3: Friday, June 26

Week Four (June 29-July 2) –no class on July 3 С днём независимости!!!! 

This week the quiz will be on Tuesday and the exam on Thursday

Голоса Урок 4 Университет (con’t).
Grammar: Some conjunctions, two ways to express “also,” the eight-letter spelling rule
Числительные 100-1000

Голоса Урок 5 Распорядок дня
Learning about time expressions, daily activities and schedules, invitations, talking on the phone, reading and writing notes and letters.  

Grammar: days of the week, times of day, expressing necessity

Video:
Голоса Урок 5 Распорядок дня 

До свидания, лето 

Exam review

MIDTERM EXAM:  Thursday July 2
Week Five (July 6-July10) 
Голоса Урок 5 (con’t).

Introduction to verbs of motion and verbs of position (from Chapter 6)

Questions with где and куда, в/на with the accusative case of direction

Голоса Урок 6 Дом, квартира, общежитие
Talking about where and how we live

Grammar: introduction to the genitive case (declensions and uses), the verb хотеть
Video: 

Голоса Урок 6 Дом, квартира, общежитие 

До свидания, лето 

TEST 4: Friday July 10 

Week Six (July12-July17) 

General Review and catch-up, Monday July 12
Голоса Урок 7 Наша семья
Talking about our families and age expressions

Grammar: introduction to the dative case, genitive plural, more on the accusative, stress in verb conjugations

Голоса Урок 8 В магазине
Learning about buying things in Russian

Grammar: the past of есть and нет, ходил vs. пошел and ездил vs. поехал (cf. урок 10), more on the dative case, necessity and possibility

Video: 

Голоса Урок 8 В магазине  

До свидания, лето 

TEST 5: Friday July 17
Week Seven (July 20-July 24)
Голоса Урок 9 Что мы будем есть?

Learning about food, restaurants, and food stores – Students will prepare Russian snacks to accompany student presentations.  

Grammar: review of verbs of motion and position, review of case forms and uses, conjugation of есть and пить, introduction to the instrumental case, the future tense, introduction to verbal aspect

Video: 

Голоса Урок 9 Что мы будем есть? 

До свидания, лето 

TEST 6: Friday July Week Eight (July 27-July 31)
Голоса Урок 10 Биография (we may not complete this chapter but certain topics will be on the final exam).

Learning to say more about yourself and your home, learning the biographies of others, including famous Russians

Grammar: expressing resemblance and location, more time expressions, verbal aspect in the past tense

Video: 

До свидания, лето 

Exam Review
FINAL EXAM: Friday July 31 УРА!!!!!!!!!!!!!
