Intensive Intermediate Armenian 
at the ASU Critical Languages Institute
Syllabus


General Information 
ASU Listing: FLA 294, 8 credits,

Time: M-F 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m (class)
Instructor: Gohar Harutyunyan
 Required Materials:
1. D. Sakayan. Eastern Armenian For the English-Speaking World. Yerevan, 2007

2. A. V. Gevorkian. East Armenian Course. Yerevan, 2000.

3. G. Manoukian. English- Armenian and Armenian- English Conversation Book. Yerevan, 2006.

Recommended Materials:

 A. Galstyan, G. L. Gareginyan. Armenian Conversation Book, Yerevan, 1990.

 Kevork B. Bardakjian, Bert R. Vaux . Eastern Armenian.

 East Armenian-English and English-East Armenian Dictionaries.

 Golden Armenian (CD Rom)
Course Description and Goals:

The intermediate course in  Armenian is a continuation of the elementary course and is intended to enhance overall communicative competence in Armenian. First, a revision of the major points of Armenian grammar and of the basic lexicon will be made.

The main goal of the course is to build on the student’s Armenian vocabulary, grammar and orthography and to further develop listening, reading, conversational, and compositional skills.  In particular, students will improve their ability to comprehend and exchange ideas with native speakers.  Students will also express original ideas, report on various types of events, and conduct interviews in the language. The course incorporates a variety of activities and drills including dialogues, reading texts, role plays, language games, grammar and phonetic exercises, dictations, translations, interviews and discussion of topics.
Course Work:

You will be expected to come each class prepared to work with me and the other students. Given that the class will meet daily, you ought to work steadily in class and on your own. Time management is an important element in intensive courses, and thus, an important concern for you in this course. Apart from the regular homework assignments, you will need to spend a portion of your afternoons and evenings doing lab work, reading, or revising. 

Tests and Exams:
 There will be six quizzes, a midterm and a final exam. The tests and exams are intended to evaluate your command of the grammar and vocabulary, as well as your ability to translate from Armenian into English and visa versa.

Homework Assignments:
You should expect regular homework assignments weekly. Assignments will be graded. Late assignments and failure to turn in your assignments could reduce your grade. Homework should be handed in on the date due.
Attendance and Participation: 
Because so much of your learning will take place in class, your regular attendance is essential. A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, or is not prepared to participate, will not receive attendance and participation credit.

Grading System:

Attendance and participation: 
20%



A = 90 - 100%

Homework:



15%



B = 80 - 90%
Quizzes



15% 



C = 70 - 80%
Midterm Exam 


20%



D = 60 - 70%
Final Exam 



30%






 The Intermediate level focuses on the specific tasks that learners will need to accomplish through language. It focuses not only on the language but also on the cultural context and purpose of the communication. Lessons can- and- should be taught through a variety of techniques, since different learners benefit from different kinds of approaches. 

Week 1.

Summary of level 1 skills. Revision of the major points of grammar and of the basic lexicon. Developing competencies closely tied to ordinary social transactions, such as discussing home, family, friends, requesting clarifications, expressing likes and dislikes.

Topics:                        Asking/ answering personal information. Describing own home and family. Discussing relationships with parents/brothers/sisters. Describing one’s close friend. Sharing interests and hobbies. Role play.

Grammar:                        Uses of the present  tense. Formation of the negative forms of verbs.  

                                          Formation of the plural of nouns. Exercises.
Word Formation:        Diminutives. Formation of compound nouns. Derivation of abstract nouns     and nouns denoting locations. 
Quiz

                                                                        Week 2.
TOPICS:                   Asking for opinion and expressing one. Asking / answering questions on how working day starts. Describing working day. Spending free time. Plans for the weekend. 
                                       Clothing and colors. 
Grammar:                  Possessive adjectives, possessive articles and possessive pronouns.  The Simple past. The Declension paradigm. The nominative and accusative cases. Exercises. 
Word Formation:        Vowel alterations and mutations. Formation of nouns denoting persons 

                   Quiz.
Week 3.
TOPICS:                      Asking about and telling time. Time expressions.
                                       Body parts. Discussing health and well being. Seeing a doctor. Responding       to questions about illness. Purchasing medicine. Reporting an emergency.

Grammar:              The perfect  tenses.  The future and future imperfect. Declension types. The genitive and dative cases. Numerals. Exercises.

Word Formation:         Derivation of verbs.
Quiz.

Week 4.
TOPICS:                  
 Describing and comparing people and things. Profession. Describing profession, work. Inquiring /reporting work progress. Role play
                                          Seasons of the year. Favorite season. Describing weather.
                                          Nature, flowers, trees, animals

Grammar:                The imperative mood. The Subjunctive mood.  The ablative case and the instrumental case. Prepositions and postpositions. Exercises.

Word Formation:            Formation of adjectives
Midterm Exam 

Week 5.
TOPICS:                        Extending and accepting invitations. Ordering food at a restaurant. Asking for identity of food items. Expressing  food preferences ( likes/dislikes). Offering and accepting food and drink. Asking for items, prices and quantities. Bargaining in shops. Describing a well-known shop in one’s town/ neighborhood. At the store. Role play.

Grammar:                   
The passive voice. The mandative mood. Functions of adjectives. Comparison. Declension of personal pronouns.
Word Formation:            
Formation of adverbials. 
Orthography:                     Punctuation marks

 Quiz
Week 6.
TOPICS:                  Holidays and recreation. Asking for destination and distance of travel. Purchasing tickets. Hiring a taxi/private car and negotiating the fare. Spending winter and summer holidays. Celebrating birthdays, Christmas, New Year. Role play.
Grammar:               
Resultative constructions. The locative case. Interrogative and relative pronouns.      Exercises.

Word Formation:            Formation of participles. Two- word compounds

Quiz
Week 7.
Topics: 
 Sports, games, hobbies, leisure activities. Talking about one’s hobbies, chatting about favorite music, film, etc.. Discussing sports/gaming activities. Favorite kind of sport. Sports in the USA and in Armenia. Expressing attitude to reading/music/ letter writing/ chatting as a hobby. Role play. Discussing news. Media and news.
Grammar:                The structure of sentences. Government of verbs and adjectives. Interjections. Exercises.

Word Formation:         Reduplication in Armenian

Quiz
Week 8.
Topics:                          Armenia. Yerevan , the capital of Armenia. 
                                       Some information leading to a better understanding of the language and the                           people. The geographical position of Armenia and the countries it boarders on. The population of Armenia. Traits of character typical of Armenians. The main rivers. Lake Sevan. The climate. Places of interest. Yerevan. Popular sights.

Grammar:                    Future- in- the- Past Forms. Direct and indirect speech. Exercises

 Final Exam.
